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EERSONS RECEIVING UNEMCLOYMGNT BENEFIT, DECEMBER, 1947, 

This bulletin has been prepared from detailed tabulations, made 
available by the Commonwealth Statis stician, of unemployed persons in Queensland who 
_were in receipt of Commonwealth unemployment benefit at the end of December, 1947. 

The information covers only those perscns actually in receipt of unemployment benefit, 
no account being taken of those whose applications for benefit were awaiting 
Consideration or those who did not apply for benefit. The figures given, therefore, 
are only a part of total unemployment, although the proportions due to the various 
causes and in the various industries are broadly applicable to the total. Persons 
receiving sickness or special benefits are also excluded. Details for districts by 
causes and industries in which last employed are given in the attached tables. 


Comparison with _Previous Mcenths, 


December 1947 figures of persons in receipt of unemployment 


benefit were 2,245 males and 69 females, the total of 2,314 being 3,825 below the 
correspencing figure for the previous December. 


End of Month. Males. Hemales. oval. ee ee ee 
October oe 2,814 86 2,900 dL Bey 80 4907 
November. 3,570 94, 3,664 1,664 70 1,734 
December ; igor 168 64209 2,245 69 2,014 
1947, 
January nie (RSV 228 7,490 
MEDEA Y - 576 7 O04 198 Paooe 
March on 6,905 184 6,689 
April be: 4,698 149 4.847 
May se 3,935 Toe: 4,088 
June = 3.102 129 3 234 
July oe 25747 ae a) 2,860 
August 2. 2,039 a0 2,186 
September .. 1 oi 87 1,999 


The increase in seasonal unemployment, which commenced in 
October, 1947, was not sufficient to cause a rise in total unemployment in either 
October or November as other causes continued to decrease, but during December, when 
ail causes with the exception of "Medical urfitness" showed increases, the total 
unemployment rose by 580. 


The number of females receiving benefit at the end of December 
was 69, compared with 70 for November, and 168 a year earlier, 


Causes of ELC OHis Sento are given on the next page for the 
months. of December, 1946, February, 1947 (the peak month) , November and December, 1947, 
together with the net eoerenae during the twelve months ended December, 1947, for each 
Cause ». 


Apart from "Medical unfitness", a11 causes recorded increase 
during December, 1947. Compared with figures of a year earlier (December, 1946) , all 
Ccausss showed very substantial decreases. Even the number unemployed because of 
seas onal work or weather conditions, wnich had been increasing since September, 1947, 
Was omly one third as large in December , 1947, as a year earlier -— 779 eompered with 
2.563, All other causes, except "Quitted because work too heavy, etc.", showed figures 
less than half-as great as in December, 1946, 
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Cause of Unemployment. December, Fobruary, November, December, Decrease 
1946. 1947, 2 L947, 1947, Dec. 1946 
_ | to Dec. 
1947. 
Medical unfitness for type 
of work, work too heavy .. 116 100 42 52 84 
Inefficiency, incompetence 136 144 52 60 76 
Establishment closed, 
reduction of staff ee 714 854 279 320 594. 
Replaced by re-instated 
servicemen 28 ee 134 131 36 37 97 
Shortage of materials an 240 ne Bp) 65 LS 
Seasonal work and weather 
conditions aa ze 2,065 5,027 396 779 1,584 
Casual work ie 781 958 282 342 439 
Discharged or laid-off for 
other reasons be oe 478 514 142 162 516 
Quitted because work too heavy, 
medically unfit, etc. se 405 440 24.0 283 122 
Quitted for other reasons 278 524 104 125 153 
Not previously employed .. 494. Rew eee 3S 8 ee ee Ie, es ee _ 
; 6,139 7,592 1,734 2,314 3,825 


) The following statement shows the number of persons drawing 
benefit in each district in December, 1946, November and December, 1947, and in the 
month of 1946-47 showing the highest level of unemployment. The decrease from December, 
1945, to December, 1947, is also shown. All important districts except Townsville and 
char tors Towers showed figures in December, 1947, substantially less than the 
corresponding figures a year earlier. In +he northern sugar districts of Inghan, 
Innisfail, and Cairns the total was only 17, compared with 659 in the earlier December. 


Decrease 
Peak Month of December, 
District. December, Unemployment November, December, 1946, to 
aOa0 during 1946-47, 1947. 1947. December 
1947. 
Brisbane a 1,963 2,065 (Feb. 1947) 814 839 ty 24 
Ipswich a 190 190 (Dec. ae 18 22 168 
Cymoie oa 4 30 (Feb. 1947 5 tt 10 
Maryborough .. 207 221 (Jan. pen 16 38 169 
Bundaberg ., DD 096 (Jan. 1947 25 13 Boy 
Toowcomba a. 152 177 (Feb. 1947 48 66 86 
Warwick " AQ 42 (Dec. i 26 32 10 
Roma, as 24. 24 (Dec. 1946 u 8 16 
(iarieville .. fi 75 (Dec. ne 17 34 At 
Rockhampton .. 855 1,462 (Jan. 1947 225 262 591 
Emerald By: 5 10) (Jans. ae 4. 4 ch 
Longreach ., aay AGA ie 1946 21 78 39 
Mackay - 629 861 (Mar. 1947 107 308 Bak 
Ayr re 88 233 (Feb. a 25 60 28 
Townsville .. 335 616 (Mar. 1947 205 345 10(a) 
Inghan a AC 440 (Mar. 1947 3 2 47 
Innisfail Ss 195 568 (Mar. 1947 5 2 193 
Cairng es 445 599 (Mar. 1947 40 ie 4.02 
Charters Towers 145 182 (Feb. 1947 145 156 Ad( a) 
Atherton eo 55 78 (Mar. 1947 14 16 og 
Eughenden ., 29 52 (Feb. 1947 3 5 24 
Total State 6,139 7,592 (Feb. 1947) eye Pe asalee 55825 
(a) Increase. 
S.E. SOLOMON, 
BRISBANE. ACTING GOVERNMENT STATISTICIAN, 
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